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Summary: Seafood (prawns/shrimps, crabs, oysters, clams, mussels, 

fish) are a source of protein, vitamins (B6, B12), omega-3 fatty 

acids, income (employment), export (foreign exchange earnings), 

and support livelihoods of coastal people across the globe.  

 

The combined effects of climate change (temperature, ocean 

acidification, sea-level rise, and hypoxia) and pollutants (persistent 

organic pollutants (POPs), heavy metals, pesticides, 

pharmaceuticals, surfactants, flame retardants-PBDEs) would 

exacerbate global pollution problems and can pose significant 

threats and risks to the following sectors: 

 

• aquatic ecosystems, estuarine and marine biota,  

• seafood, 

• people depending on seafood for animal protein supply, 

• livelihoods of people, and 

• marine export business.  

 

Implementation of several sustainable development goals will be required to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions in the atmosphere that causes climate change in one hand. In parallel, efforts are also 

required to minimise pollutants’ loads in the environment.  
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